Home Group Lesson #4
Jesus’ Transforming Power 

Introduction: Jesus wants to transform how we view ourselves, how we view him, and how we view each other.  We must be passionate for him, that passion must positively serve his church, and that passion must not ever limit his power. 

Text: Please read Acts 9:1-19 
Questions: 
1)                   Describe Saul’s relationship to the church.  What was his passion?  What was his mission?  What drove him to persecute the church?  Describe his background.  Who was he and what position did he hold in Jewish society?  

2)                    How do you think that Saul, as intelligent and passionate as he was, could be so misguided?  Is it possible for us to be learned and yet misguided?  Is it possible to be passionate and yet misguided?  What is it that keeps us in the faith?  What is it that reveals the truth to us?  How can we be assured of that truth?  How can we be assured that we are passionate about that which God desires us to be passionate? 

3)                   Who confronted Saul on the Damascus road?  How did he confront him?  What effect did Saul’s persecution of the church have upon the Lord?  In what way is the church the body of Jesus?  In what way does our care for the church reveal how much we care for Jesus?  Describe how our care for others is care for Jesus. 

4)                   How did Jesus humble Saul?  Has Jesus ever humbled you when you were passionate yet wrong-headed?  Do you think that such a dramatic humbling was necessary?  Why or why not?  

5)                   Who commanded Ananias to go and find Saul?  Why was he hesitant?  Be honest - do you ever struggle with the belief that Jesus can transform any soul?  Think about Saul.  If he had walked into our church prior to his conversion, would you have believed that he could be transformed?  Would you have been afraid to sit next to him?  Discuss how our view of God’s grace and transformation can empower or limit our ministry. 

6)                   If you had met Saul, knowing what he had been like, would you have been able to receive ministry from him?  Why or why not?  Discuss how our view of each other and God’s grace can impact how we receive ministry from each other.  How does God want us to view each other after we have come to Christ?  What was God’s response to Ananias when he hesitated to go and pray for Saul? 
Prayer Point:  In what way does the Lord desire to transform your perspective?  Do you view yourself with the requisite humility, properly appreciating his grace?  Do you love the church and serve as a demonstration of your relationship with the Lord?  Do you believe that the transforming power of Jesus is capable of changing any soul, and do you hold that out with passion?

