Home Group Lesson #5

The Long Range Effects of Disobedience
 
Introduction: A life of impact and influence for God is possible when we operate in obedience.  The best human designs will fail if God is against the author.  Frustration and failure may be a sign of God’s discipline in our lives.  That discipline affects not only us, but also other people in our lives.  Consecration from the unholy brings us back to the place that God wants us to be.

Text: Please read Joshua 7: 1-13

Questions:  

1)                   What did Achan do?  Look to verse 20 for an additional hint.  Why did God take his disobedience so seriously?  In what way did Achan steal from God?  In what way did he contaminate himself with sin?  In what way did he misrepresent God? 

2)                   How did Joshua plan to defeat Ai?  Why was this city significant?  What did the spies report to Joshua?  What actions did Joshua take?  What was the result of his military endeavors?  

3)                   Compare and contrast the Israeli defeat of Jericho with the efforts at Ai?  How were the cities different?  How was the strategy different?  What was God’s role in each effort?  Discuss how the best-made human plans may fail if they are contrary to God’s desires. 

4)                   How did Joshua react to the defeat?  What complaint did he present to the Lord?  How did God respond to him?  What does God reveal?  Why did God frustrate the Israelite’s efforts?  What effect did Achan’s sin have on Israel?  Do you think that God’s response is fair?  Why or why not?  Discuss how every church member has a spiritual responsibility to the church body?  How would you describe this responsibility and the consequences of embracing or ignoring it? 

5)                   How would you rate Joshua’s leadership?  Is there anything he should have done differently?  Why or why not?  What instruction does God give to Joshua?  What does it mean to consecrate?  How do we consecrate ourselves to God? 

6)                   What is Achan’s ultimate fate?  How do you feel about this?  Why does God take such a firm stand against sin?  Does this change in the New Testament?  Why or why not?  (Try to support your reasoning with scripture.)
Prayer Point:  What influence do you have with your friends, family, and church for the Lord?  What spiritual responsibility do you take in these areas?  Prayer that God would equip you for a positive influence and impact.

