Home Groups Lesson # 2

Love for God’s House

Introduction:  Love for God’s House, His people and His presence forms the basis for any healthy ministry.  In Psalm 84 the psalmist challenges us to love God’s House just as much as he does.  Love for God’s House is a sign of our own spiritual health. Love for God’s House is demonstrated by our lifestyle choices.  Love for God’s House flows from a deep sense of appreciation for what God has done in our own lives.

Text:  Please read Psalm 84

Questions:

1) How does the Psalmist praise the Lord in the opening verses?  What does he express his love for?  Why is it significant that the Psalmist expresses his love for God’s dwelling place?  For the Psalmist what does the dwelling place of the Lord represent?

2) Discuss how God’s presence relates to his church?  Who or what is God’s dwelling place today?  How are we to love God’s dwelling place?  Why is it common in our culture today to separate a love for God from involvement or commitment to his church?  Think about why this is an aberration of the faith?  Discuss why such thinking would deviate from the teaching of Psalm 84.  Discuss why such thinking would deviate from New Testament scriptures.  Discuss why such thinking is theologically incompatible with the character of God.

3) What animal does the Psalmist envy?  Why?  Discuss the benefits one has to be near the church.  Discuss the importance for children to be connected with the church even at a young age.  How is “nearness to the church” an attitude of the heart?

4) How is this life like a journey or a pilgrimage?  What is our goal or our end?  What does the Valley of Baca represent for each one of us?  How does the pilgrim journeying to the temple receive refreshing even in the Valley of Baca?  Relate this to our lives- How does the church provide refreshing during the difficult times in our lives?  How is it our responsibility to, at times, receive refreshing and at times be a provider of refreshing within the context of the church?

5) How is love for God’s House more than an emotional response, but more of a lifestyle choice?  Discuss how our lifestyle choices may demonstrate or retract from the love that we have for God’s House and ministry? 

6) For the Psalmist what does the doorkeeper represent?  How does the Psalmist’s statement “He would rather be a doorkeeper …” demonstrate his attitude towards God’s House and the ministry?  For the Psalmist what is more important than his position?  How is the Psalmist confident that he will not be disappointed with the choice he has made?

Prayer Point:  Do I love God’s House? –his presence and his people?  How do I show it?

