Home Groups Lesson # 3

3 Reasons Why You Should Not Attend This Church

Introduction: This week’s message addressed the basic theme that God’s program of salvation must meet his expectations not ours.  The message, the people, and the pastor that God uses sometimes don’t meet our worldly expectations.   Our challenge is to reorient ourselves to God’s program rather than what the culture around us demands.  Remember the three reasons not to come to this church are - the message is foolish, the people are fools, and so is the pastor.

Text:  Please read I Corinthians 1:18-2:5

Questions:

The Message is Foolish

1) To whom is the gospel foolishness?  To whom is it wisdom?  Why?  Does God have a purpose in this “foolish” message?  What effect has this foolish message had on the world’s wisdom?  Why has this pleased God?

2) In what way has the gospel not met the expectations of the Jews?  Of the Greeks?  What are their objections?  Are their objections to the gospel similar to any that we might find today?  Discuss any additional objections to the gospel that you find in our culture today.  How does the gospel not meet the expectations of our culture?

3) Why is it tempting to transform the gospel into something that conforms more to our cultural liking?  Why would this be problematic?  What is the gospel to those that believe?

The People are Fools

1) What does Paul say that the Corinthians were in the world’s eyes?  What particular words does he use to describe them?  For what purpose did God chose them?  What effect does the church’s faith have upon the world’s strength and wisdom?  In other words, how does the church “nullify the things that are”?

2) What effect should Paul’s teaching have on how we look at each other?  What does it mean, “to boast”?  Why does Paul say that we have no reason to boast?  How should Paul’s teaching change what we value in others?  What should we look for in our relationships?  Is it possible to stop judging (ourselves, others, and churches) by the world’s standards?

… And so is the Pastor

1) How does Paul describe his presentation of the gospel?  What did he not possess?  How was he weak and foolish?  What did he value the most?  

2) Why would the Corinthian’s faith rest on God’s power?  What was the most important aspect of Paul’s presentation?  

3) How does Paul challenge our modern conceptions concerning the ministry?  What is most important in the gospel ministry?  How should this change how we view our church and other churches?  Why should Paul’s model rather than a model from our own culture provide our example?

Prayer Point:

Am I ashamed of this foolish message?  Am I ashamed of the foolish people of my church?  Am I ashamed of my foolish pastor?  Then whose wisdom do I value?  If God’s foolishness is greater than man’s wisdom, then I would rather be a fool for God than a wise man of the world.  Repentance may be in order.

