Summer Bible Study

Called to Serve: 

Cultivating Intimacy with God in Preparation for a Lifetime of Service

Lesson #3 Isaiah: Courage to Speak the Truth

Please read Isaiah 6:1-13

The Opportunity for Revelation (verse 1)
Who was King Uzziah?  Why was his death significant?  What do you think Isaiah might have been feeling?  What do you think he might have been praying for?  

 In what way did the King who appeared before Isaiah compare to Uzziah?  What do you think God wanted to demonstrate to Isaiah?  Is it possible to be dependent upon other good people in our lives other than God?  

How can God use a crisis in our lives to call us back to dependency upon him?  How can this result in a deeper revelation of who he is?

The Awe of Revelation (verse 2-4)
 Describe the picture of the person of God that Isaiah relates.  What does it describe?  What does it fail to describe?  Why is this significant?  How does the temple respond to the person of God?  What fills the temple?

 Who was ministering to the Lord?  How are they described?  Why is this significant?  What is their proclamation?  What does it mean?  Why are they singing it aloud?  

 How do we experience the presence of God?  What does this vision remind us of?  How does it inform and challenge the way and the attitude of our worship?

The Response to Revelation (verse 5)
 How does Isaiah respond?  Why?  In what way is he challenged?  How does Isaiah view God’s character?  How does Isaiah view his own character?  Why is this significant?  In what group does Isaiah place himself?

 How does God’s presence challenge our lives?  What should our response be?  How do we invite God’s presence to challenge us?

The Result of Revelation (verses 6-8)

 Who initiates Isaiah’s cleansing?  What does the seraph do for Isaiah?  What happens after Isaiah’s cleansing?  Why is this timing significant?  

What request does God make?  To whom is it directed?  Why is this significant?  How does Isaiah respond?  How does the appreciation of God’s holiness and grace have an impact on one’s desire to serve?

The Truth of Revelation (verses 9-13)

 How do these verses make you feel?  Why?

 Why will the people not respond to Isaiah’s preaching?  Then why does God still call him to preach?  What is more important to God than his people’s repentance?

 What discouragement or even temptation might Isaiah have faced in his preaching?  How might Isaiah have been tempted to change his message?  What would have been the result?  Why is the truth of the message so important?  How will God preserve his people?

 How can we be tempted in even subtle ways to change the truth of God’s message?  Does God’s word ever make you feel uncomfortable?  Why?  What is the result if we compromise the truth of God’s message?

  In the church or the world today in what specific ways do you find God’s message compromised the most?  What reasons make these specific areas most susceptible to compromise?  How do you think you can make a commitment to the truth?
