
Summer Bible Study

Called to Serve:

Cultivating Intimacy with God in Preparation for a Lifetime of Service

Lesson #4 Nehemiah: Practicing Repentance 

Please read Nehemiah 1:1-11

Repentance Begins With Mourning (verses 1-4)

1)  Where was Nehemiah?  What questions did he have?  What does this tell us about his heart?  What report did he receive?  Why was the report significant?  What does Jerusalem represent?  How did Nehemiah respond?  
2)  What does Nehemiah’s response tell us about his heart towards the people of God?  How much do you think Nehemiah loves Jerusalem and God’s people?  How does he show his love?
3)  How much do you love God’s people?  How do you show your love for God’s church?  What difficulties does the church face today?  Is your soul moved like Nehemiah’s when you see God’s people experiencing difficulties?  Does it motivate you to take action?
Repentance Accepts Responsibility (verses 6-8)

1)  What does Nehemiah confess?  Why is confession necessary to repentance?  In what group does Nehemiah place himself?  Why is this significant?  Compare this to our study of Isaiah last week.  
2) In what way can we as believers take responsibility for others around us?  How does Nehemiah do this?  Compare this response with the typical response which is to blame others and skirt responsibility.  Describe how this relates to leadership.
3)  How does Nehemiah recognize the consequences of his sin and that of the Israelites’?  How does this relate to accepting responsibility and making a confession?  
4) Discuss the difference between forgiveness and consequences.  Why are these often confused?  Why is the recognition of consequences necessary to moving forward in a relationship with God?
Repentance Turns to God (verses 5-6)

1) Who does Nehemiah look to to save God’s people?  In what does he put his trust?  Why is reliance upon God necessary to true repentance?  Why do you think this simple step is often overlooked?
Repentance Results in an Increase of Faith (verses 9-11)

1)  Why do you think repentance would bring an increase in faith?  Do you see Nehemiah’s faith increase after he prays?  What promise of God does he look to?  What source of strength does he lean upon?
2)  How does Nehemiah pray in these last verses?  What does he pray for?  What does it mean that he was cupbearer to the king?  How does this relate?  What opportunity was Nehemiah looking for?
3) Discuss how repentance, faith, and action all relate.  Would Nehemiah have had the faith if he had not repented?  Would he have had the boldness to take action if he had not had the faith?  
4)  Examine your own life.  Are you apathetic in your spiritual walk, faithless towards the promises of God, and apathetic in your service to his church or are you living a life of repentance that increases your faith, allowing you to serve the church with passion and power?

