
Summer Bible Study

Called to Serve:  Cultivating Intimacy with God 

in Preparation for a Lifetime of Service

Lesson #2 Daniel: Refusing to Compromise

Please read Daniel 1:1-21

Opportunities often come in the midst of challenging circumstances (verse 2)

1)  Who allowed Judah to be defeated?  Why?  What happened to the temple of God?  Why is this significant?  What do you think God’s people felt about this?
2)  Who did Nebuchadnezzar select from Judah for training?  What changes did the King want these men to experience as a result of their capture?  Try to think of at least five.  What was the purpose of this?  How do you think these exiles felt?
3)  Why did Daniel refuse to eat the King’s food?  What significance is there in this?  What does the food represent?  
4) Considering Daniel’s circumstances, what does his actions demonstrate regarding his faith in the Lord?  How do Daniel’s actions demonstrate his view of God’s requirements?
5)  Do you ever allow your circumstances or feelings to excuse your obedience to the Lord?  Why did God allow even Daniel and his righteous friends to experience his judgment?  How did this create an opportunity of obedience for Daniel?  
Opportunities are not always what we think they are (verse 5)

1)  Considering Daniel’s position in the king’s training how would you describe his opportunity for advancement?  What risk was Daniel taking to remain holy to the Lord?  What was the King’s official afraid of?
2)  In what way do you feel Daniel was being tested?  Have you ever been afraid that you would miss an opportunity because of your conviction to please God?  Why is this fallacious thinking? 
3) What test does Daniel propose?  How does Daniel’s test demonstrate his faith in God?  What happened to Daniel after the test?  What was his appearance?  How did this defy logic?  
4) What does this teach us about seeming opportunities that the world may offer which tempt us to compromise and the true opportunities for blessing which God presents to us?  How can we discern the difference?
5) Have you ever compromised your convictions to follow the Lord to avoid a conflict, take advantage of an opportunity, or curry favor with a superior?
Opportunities are about our exaltation for God’s ultimate glory (verse 19)

1)  How did God bless Daniel and his friends?  Who were they compared to and how did they match up?  What is the significance of verse 21 and the mention of King Cyrus?  


