Summer Bible Study

Called to Serve:

Cultivating Intimacy with God in Preparation for a Lifetime of Service

Lesson #5 Jacob: Experiencing Radical Transformation

Please read Genesis 32:22-32

Transformation Begins With God (verses 22-25)
What was Jacob preparing to do?  Why is this significant?  What kind of thoughts and feelings do you think he was experiencing?  

At the beginning of this passage what time of day was it and why is this significant?  Who was with Jacob and why is this significant?

Transformation Challenges Who We Are (verses 25-28)
Who wrestled with Jacob?  Why is his identity unclear?  What does this wrestling symbolize?  How had Jacob wrestled with God throughout his life?  

 How had Jacob wrestled with others throughout his life?  Have you ever wrestled with God or with others?  What was your experience?

 How was Jacob used to prevailing in his struggles?  How does God overpower Jacob?  What was God trying to teach Jacob?  Does Jacob learn anything?  How do you know?  Why are we tempted to rely upon our own strength?  How can we learn dependency upon God?

Transformation Changes Us Forever (verses 28-32)

 Why won’t Jacob allow the man to leave?  What does Jacob ask for?  Why is this significant?  What does the man ask of Jacob?  What meaning does Jacob’s name hold?  What does God change it to?

 Why does Jacob ask the man his name?  Why won’t the man reveal his name?  Why do you think God humbled himself to wrestle with Jacob?  What does this reveal about God’s character?

 How does Jacob feel about his experience?  What time of day is it now at the end of the passage?  Why is this significant?  How was Jacob changed?  In what way has his struggle both weakened him and strengthened him.  Relate this to our study on holiness.

