Summer Bible Study

Called to Serve:  Cultivating Intimacy with God 

in Preparation for a Lifetime of Service

Lesson #9: Martha: A Growing Faith

Please read Luke 10:38-42

Martha v. Mary - True Devotion

1)  Who was Jesus traveling with and whose home did they stop at?  How was Martha's reception described as?  From this description, what are some assumptions we can make about Martha's personality?      
2) What description is used to describe Mary's reception?  What does this signify about her attitude toward Jesus?  How can we be like Mary in our devotion to Jesus?

3) How is Martha furthered described and what does she say to Jesus?  What does this indicate about what is important to Martha?  Whose plans is she centered upon?  What is Jesus' response to Martha?  Why does Jesus chastise her?  What seems to be preventing Martha from truly devoting herself to Jesus?  What keeps us from devoting ourselves to Jesus?      

4)  What is the difference Jesus identifies between Mary and Martha's behaviors?  What makes what Mary has chosen "better"?  How can we chose what is "better"?  How will this cause us to have a more intimate relationship with God?          
 A Growth In Faith

Please Read John (11:20-27)

1) Briefly describe what is happening in this scripture.  Who went out to meet Jesus?  How is this similar to the above scripture?  What does Martha say to Jesus in greeting him?  Do you think this is an expression of faith or a rebuke?

2)  What does Jesus say to Mary and what is her response in verse 24?  What does this indicate about her understanding of what miracle Jesus will perform?  Does this indicate a lack of faith?  

3)  What is Jesus response in verse 25?  What hope do we find not only for Lazarus, but for us in his response?  How does Martha respond to Jesus?  What does her answer reflect in terms of her faith?  Do you see any change in her attitude from the first scripture?

4) What growth does God look for in us?  How is constant growth in our relationship with God vital?  What happens when we do change in our attitudes and grow in our faith?  Do you think that Jesus' chastising Martha helped her in her in the growth of her faith?  Has God ever chastised you for an attitude you had?  What are some other things that can help us in the growth of our faith?                   

