Summer Bible Study

Called to Serve:  Cultivating Intimacy with God 

in Preparation for a Lifetime of Service

Lesson #7: Jesus:  A Passing Grade

Please read Matthew 3:13 – 4:11

Proving Our Submission to God (verses 3:13 - 17)

1)  Who did Jesus approach for baptism?  What was this person’s response?  What happened when Jesus is baptized?  
2) Although we know that Jesus is God, how did his baptism demonstrate the limitations of his humanity?  Why was it necessary for Jesus to be baptized and what was this in preparation for?    
3) How is Jesus’ baptism an example to us?  Why is it necessary for us to be baptized?  How can it be a hindrance to our growth in God and our involvement in ministry for God if we are not baptized?      

 Proving Our Fidelity to God (verses 4:1-11)

1) After Jesus was baptized what happened next?  What is the purpose of this?  How long is Jesus in the desert and what does he do during this time?

2) Who approaches Jesus and what is said between the two?  In what ways are Jesus being tempted both physically and spiritually?  Jesus response comes from Deuteronomy 8:3.  How does the context of the original quote relate to what is happening to Jesus?    

3) Describe the second temptation.  How does Satan misuse Psalm 91:11-12?  Spiritually, how is Jesus being tested here?  Jesus response here comes from Deuteronomy 6:4-15.  Read this and discuss how this relates to what is happening to Jesus?  

4) Describe the third temptation.  How is Satan trying to displace God as Jesus’ benefactor?  What does Satan forget to mention about who his own benefactor is?  Why do we sometimes settle for receiving from Satan rather than from God?  Jesus response originally comes from Deuteronomy 6:16.  How does it relate to Jesus situation?

5) How was Jesus’ victory over these tests in the desert essential to his preparation for public ministry?  How can we have victory over the tests in our lives and what are the benefits of these victories?  Why is it necessary to our personal growth in God and public ministry to have victories over these tests?  

Conclusions

1)  Although what we do in terms of public ministry may not look like what Jesus did, how is it similar?  What can we identify as essential to the process of answering God’s call to ministry as demonstrated by Jesus?     

